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	`current situation

The context and detail of what is happening is very important. The questions highlighted in bold are high risk factors. Tick the relevant box and add comment where necessary to expand.
	Yes

(
	No
(

	1. Has the current incident resulted in injury? (please state what and whether this is the first injury)

	     FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	2. Are you very frightened?  
Comment:

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	3. What are you afraid of? Is it further injury or violence?  (Please give an indication of what you think (name of abuser(s)….. might do and to whom)
        Kill:                                       Self (          Children (           Other (please specify) (
Further injury and violence: Self (          Children (           Other (please specify) (
Other (please clarify):          Self (          Children (           Other (please specify) (
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	4. Do you feel isolated from family/ friends i.e. does (name of abuser(s)…..) try to stop you from seeing friends/family/Dr or others?
Consider asking Honour based Violence and Forced Marriage questions if yes and concerns raised (see end of document)

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	5. Are you feeling depressed or having suicidal thoughts?

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	6. Have you separated or tried to separate from (name of abuser(s)….) within the past year? 
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	7.  Is there conflict over child contact? (please state what)

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	8. Does (…..) constantly text, call, contact, follow, stalk or harass you? (Please expand to identify what and whether you believe that this is done deliberately to intimidate you? Consider the context and behaviour of what is being done)
Consider asking additional Stalking and Harassment questions if yes and concerns raised (see end of document)

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Children/Dependents (If no children/dependants, please go to the next section)
	Yes
	No

	9. Are you currently pregnant or have you recently had a baby (in the past 18 months)?

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	10. Are there any children, step-children that aren’t  (…..) in the household? Or are there other dependants in the household (i.e. older relative)? 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	11. Has (…..) ever hurt the children/dependants?

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	12. Has (…..) ever threatened to hurt or kill the children/dependants? 


	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Domestic Violence History


	Yes


	No

	13. Is the abuse happening more often?

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	14. Is the abuse getting worse?

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	15. Does (…….) try to control everything you do and/or are they excessively jealous? (In terms of relationships, who you see, being ‘policed at home’, telling you what to wear for example. Consider honour based violence and stalking and specify the behaviour)
Consider asking Honour based Violence and Forced Marriage questions if yes and concerns raised (see end of document)
Consider asking additional Stalking and Harassment questions if yes and concerns raised (see end of document)

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	16. Has  (…..) ever used weapons or objects to hurt you?

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	17. Has (…..) ever threatened to kill you or someone else and you believed them?

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	18. Has (…..) ever attempted to strangle/choke/suffocate/drown you?

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	19. Does (….) do or say things of a sexual nature that makes you feel bad or that physically hurt you or someone else? (Please specify who and what)

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	20.  Is there any other person that has threatened you or that you are afraid of? (If yes, consider extended family if honour based violence. Please specify who) 
Consider asking Honour based Violence and Forced Marriage questions if yes and concerns raised (see end of document)

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	21.  Do you know if (…..) has hurt anyone else ? (children/siblings/elderly relative/stranger, for example. Consider HBV. Please specify who and what) 

Children (          Another family member (        Someone from a previous relationship (    Other (please specify) (
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 



	22. Has (…..) ever mistreated an animal or the family pet?

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Abuser(s)


	Yes
	No

	23. Are there any financial issues? For example, are you dependent on (…..) for money/have they recently lost their job/other financial issues?


	    FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	24. Has (…..) had problems in the past year with drugs (prescription or other), alcohol or mental health leading to problems in leading a normal life? (Please specify what) 
       Drugs (                                    Alcohol (                                                Mental Health (
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	25. Has (…..) ever threatened or attempted suicide?

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	26. Has (…..) ever breached bail/an injunction and/or any agreement for when they can see you and/or the children? (Please specify what)
Bail conditions  (      Non Molestation/Occupation Order  (       Child Contact arrangements (  
Forced Marriage Protection Order  (                                           Other  (

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	27. Do you know if (……..) has ever been in trouble with the police or has a criminal history?  (If yes, please specify)

DV  (       Sexual violence (        Other violence (             Other  (

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Other relevant information (from victim or officer) which may alter risk levels. Describe: (consider for example victim’s vulnerability - disability, mental health, alcohol/substance misuse and/or the abuser’s occupation/interests-does this give unique access to weapons i.e. ex-military, police, pest control)

	
	

	Is there anything else you would like to add to this?

	
	


In all cases an initial risk classification is required:
	risk to victim:

	STANDARD   FORMCHECKBOX 


	MEDIUM     FORMCHECKBOX 

	HIGH     FORMCHECKBOX 


	Please note that some agencies will automatically refer a case to the MARAC if it scores 14 ticks or more. 14 ticks or more (on their 24 item checklist) is believed to be a rational starting point for case referral to MARAC. However, if you believe a case to be high risk and there are less than 14 ticks, please rely on your professional judgement and mark it as high risk. 

Total Number of ticks:


	
	


Completing member of staff signature:……………………….

Date:……………… …….....

Risk Assessment Categorisation

This is based on the OASys (Offender Assessment System developed by the Prison and Probation Services) definitions of what constitutes standard, medium, high risk. Please use your professional judgement to categorise the risk level:

	Standard
	Current evidence does not indicate likelihood of causing serious harm.


	Medium
	There are identifiable indicators of risk of serious harm. The offender has the potential to cause serious harm but is unlikely to do so unless there is a change in circumstances, for example, failure to take medication, loss of accommodation, relationship breakdown, drug or alcohol misuse.


	High
	There are identifiable indicators of risk of serious harm. The potential event could happen at any time and the impact would be serious. 
Risk of serious harm (Home Office 2002 and OASys 2006):
‘A risk which is life threatening and/or traumatic, and from which recovery, whether physical or psychological, can be expected to be difficult or impossible’.




Risk Management Frameworks

Use the RARA model when compiling safety plans for victims. What are you planning to do?
	Remove the risk:
	By arresting the suspect and obtaining a remand in custody.



	Avoid the risk:
	By re-housing victim/significant witnesses or placement in refuge/shelter in location unknown to suspect.



	Reduce the risk:
	By joint intervention/victim safety planning, target hardening, enforcing breaches of bail conditions, use of protective legislation and referring high risk cases to Multi-Agency Risk Assessment Conference (MARAC).



	Accept the risk:
	By continued reference to the Risk Assessment Model, continual multi-agency intervention planning, support and consent of the victim and offender targeting within Pro-active Assessment and Tasking pro forma (PATP), or Risk Management Panel format (such as Multi-Agency Risk Assessment Conference (MARAC) or Multi-agency Public Protection Panel (MAPPP).


Additional Questions / Considerations in respect of Honour Based Violence, Forced Marriage, Harassment and Stalking where Questions 4, 8, 15 or 20 have been answered ‘YES’
Question 4
Do you feel isolated from family/friends i.e. does (name of abuser(s)………… ) try to stop you from seeing friends/family/doctor or others?

For victims who are particularly vulnerable or socially isolated you may also consider whether the abuse has a specific cultural or community context, for example:

· You may want to ask how this is affecting their attendance at college/work/other events.  Does the person who they are frightened of stop them from attending outside activities?  Are they prevented from leaving the home unaccompanied or being ‘policed at home’?  
· Are they concerned about upholding family ‘honour’?  Does the perpetrator say they have a cultural/religious responsibility to protect his privacy?

· Do they feel the extended family and community reinforce the abuse?
· Are they threatening to disclose your sexuality/gender identity to the victim’s friends/family/work?

Question 8

Does (……) constantly text, call, contact, follow, stalk or harass you?* 
Consider other relevant information such as:
· Details of the threats and the violence;

· The attitude and demeanour of the offender;

· The duration of the harassment;

· The harassing behaviours engaged in by the offender; 

· The victim’s belief concerning motive of the offender;

· The nature of unwanted ‘gifts’ left by the offender, and; 

· Whether the victim has responded in any way to the offender.

Children of the relationship may also be used to permit harassment and stalking.  The offender may extract information from children which could place the victim at risk for example:

· Taking keys to the property; 

· Extracting information about new addresses of work, school, and home.
Question 15

Does (…….) try to control everything you do and/or are they excessively jealous?*  (In terms of relationships, who you see, being ‘policed at home’, telling you what to wear for example. Consider honour based violence and stalking and detail the behaviour) 
The following prompts may be useful:

· If yes, what do they do?  Examples of this behaviour may include:

· Do they ask anyone else to carry out the control for them?  For example, other family members or associates.

· Consider honour based violence – a victim may not have ‘usual’ freedom of choice, may be heavily ‘policed’ at home or unable to leave the home address except under escort or children may be used to control the victim’s behaviour.

· Has the perpetrator(s) been abusive to others i.e. girl/boyfriends, other family members, work colleagues?

· Consider how the perpetrator may use someone’s sexual orientation or gender identity to control and abuse them (e.g. saying they deserve the abuse because they are LGBT or that no-one will help them or believe them or that they will disclose them to their friends, family, colleague). They may also question the victim’s sexuality and make them feel guilty or ashamed.

Question 20

Is there any other person who has threatened you or who you are afraid of?*  (If yes, please specify who and why. Consider extended family if HBV)
The victim may also have been threatened by someone else and/or live in fear. This is a substantive feature of extended family violence, such as in the traveller community or ‘honour’ based violence. 
Consider whether the victim’s partner, children, associates or their siblings are also at risk.
Professionals should assess the following factors in relation to the nature of the risk, and actions they may take as part of a safety plan. 
· the ongoing relationship or connection between the perpetrator(s) and victim may enhance vulnerability to future abuse and act as a barrier to help-seeking options;

· other siblings being subject of similar issues;

· strong extended family network;

· family may seek to locate and pressurise victim;

· family may seek to remove/abduct victim, including taking the victim abroad;

· threat to new partner/ex-partner; 

· the perpetrator(s) history of abusing others in a domestic context or of other violent behaviour.
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